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Do you have a statue 
of a pregnant Mary? 
Consider the visual 
impact to place a 
photo of Mary or an 
actual statue 
depicting the Advent 
journey of waiting and 
preparing for the birth 
of Jesus Christ.  
Consider these three 
things that our 
Blessed Virgin Mother 
shows us about being 
a disciple: 1. We must 
allow Christ to dwell 
within; 2. We must 
surrender to the work 
of the Holy Spirit; and 
3. We must be 
contemplative. Best 
explained here by Fr. 
Ian Van Heusen:  3 
Things Explained         

Catholic Relief 
Services presents an 

interactive Advent 
Calendar where 

daily readings and 
prayer are offered. 
Check it out here: 

www.crs.org 

Is your family musical? 
Practice for this Joyous 

Season of Musical 
Expression Free 

Christmas Sheet 
Music for Musicians 

ST. ANTHONY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, OFFICE OF CATECHETICAL MINISTRY WEEK OF DECEMBER 19TH, 2021

theDOMESTICchurch  
4th Sunday of ADVENT | WEEK of December 19th!

LOVE is the theme of this last Sunday of Advent, and so we light all candles of our Advent 
wreaths as a family. Consider following a daily prompt for building conversation around this last 
week leading up to the birth of Christ. Click on each week of Advent for a quick way to introduce 
the weekly readings as well as learn about Saints and Feasts days during this season of 
preparation: 

WEEK 4 of Advent, LOVE 

WEEK 3 of Advent, JOY 

WEEK 2 of Advent, PEACE 

WEEK 1 of Advent, HOPE 

WORD TO KNOW: Theotokos 
"De Marian numquam satis — Of Mary, there is never enough”.  Founded 
in 1943, the University of Dayton (Dayton, Ohio), home to the largest 
academic library centered on studies related to Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
Christ, has a working definition of Theotokos, a word which derives from 
the Greek terms: Theos / 'God'; and tiktein / 'to give birth'. Mary is 
the Theotokos, the one who gave birth to God. Learn all about Mary from 
artworks depicting her knitting and weaving, to where and how she lived 
in Ephesus to the inquiry about the evidence of Mary relics and more. 
Fascinating information for the inquisitive mind, learn more here:  
University of Dayton, Marian Library 

BLESSING OF 
ORNAMENTS OUR LADY OF 

GUADALUPE
WHAT’S THE SCIENCE 
BEHIND THE STAR OF 

BETHLEHEM?

FAITH IN ACTION: Click on the topics below…

Religious Education

Holiday schedule 

No Classes: Dec. 19th thru Jan. 3rd 
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O’Come O’Come Emmanuel

N o u r i s h i n g  a  C u l t u r e  o f  F a i t h  i n  A c t i o n

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/holidays-and-special-occasions/advent-and-christmas/blessing-the-christmas-ornaments/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/holidays-and-special-occasions/advent-and-christmas/blessing-the-christmas-ornaments/
https://stanthonyupland.org/family-events-flyers
https://stanthonyupland.org/family-events-flyers
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/three-kings-truth-behind-star/
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/three-kings-truth-behind-star/
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/three-kings-truth-behind-star/
https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/index.php
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Catechetical%20Services/Advent%202021%20Family%20Resources/Wk%204%20-%20Advent%20Faith%20Conversations.pdf
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Catechetical%20Services/Advent%202021%20Family%20Resources/Wk%203%20-%20Advent%20Faith%20Conversations.pdf
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Catechetical%20Services/Advent%202021%20Family%20Resources/Wk%202%20-%20Advent%20Faith%20Conversations.pdf
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Catechetical%20Services/Advent%202021%20Family%20Resources/Wk%201%20-%20Advent%20Faith%20Conversations.pdf
https://catholic-link.org/3-things-mary-teaches-follow-jesus/
https://catholic-link.org/3-things-mary-teaches-follow-jesus/
https://www.crs.org/advent-calendar
https://www.christmasmusicsongs.com/
https://www.christmasmusicsongs.com/
https://www.christmasmusicsongs.com/
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Lori Muniz  

Director of Catechetical Ministry  

909-981-7080 or  
909-985-2803 x217  

lori.m@stanthonyupland.org 

Perla Plascencia | Youth Ministry   
909-981-2803 x218 | perla.p@stanthonyupland.org 
Sarah Patterson | Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
909-981-7080 x233 | sarah.p@stanthonyupland.org 
Grace Aguinaldo | Confi rmation Coordinator 
909-981-7080 x216 | grace.a@stanthonyupland.org 

ST. ANTHONY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, OFFICE OF CATECHETICAL MINISTRY WEEK OF DECEMBER 19TH, 2021 

CGS CORNER: 
Families with children enrolled 
with the Catechesis of  the Good 
Shepherd can access all resources 
to be used for reference and the 
Domestic Church HERE 

C O N T A C T  U S 
OFFICE of CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 

Catholic Relief Services

What If… 
Move over Grinch. Move over Elf on the 
Shelf. There’s something coming and it’s 
big…Really B I G.  

Can you imagine if our city streets favored the Italian method 
for Christmas decorations? Every December, all throughout 
Italy, typically starting on the 8th (Feast Day of the 
Immaculate Conception), every where you look throughout 
the city streets are Nativity scenes, each carefully arranged 
depicting the Holy Family. Many include the shepherds, 
livestock, farmers, angels, the Wise Men and more. This is the 
go-to way for decorating. Imagine your neighborhood, each 
street corner being adorned with the Bethlehem Star and 
statues of the Nativity. Wouldn’t this be quite a statement? 
Growing up, my family lived in Italy for just over three years. 
Here we constructed our first Presepe/Presepio (the Italian 
words for Nativity Scene). You can image, with an artist for a 
mother, the figurines represented every possible industry, 
shop owner and village dweller. She would construct a 
mountainside village that featured life of a busy Bethlehem 
town, completed with a stable where the manger laid empty 
until Christmas Eve. I can remember this precepe taking up 
an entire corner of our home. The task of set-up was just as 
elaborate as packing to be stored for another year. Perhaps 
you have a collection of your own Nativity Scenes. Send us a 
photo! We would love to see what St. Anthony families have 
upon their mantels and tables to celebrate this most joyous 
season! Consider a Google search to see images of this 
traditional Italian decoration and you will soon find not only 
images, but also the origin of this tradition…hint, it has to 
do with St. Francis of Assisi!  ~ Sarah Patterson, CGS

Midnight Mass: The Angel’s Mass 
4PM | 6PM | 10PM 

Mass at Dawn: The Shepherd’s Mass 
8AM 

Mass on Christmas Day: The King’s Mass 
9:30AM | 11AM 

Three different masses are celebrated each year on Christmas Day: 
midnight, dawn and during the day. Each is distinct and features a 
different part of the Christmas story that we know so well. St. Anthony 
Parish will have all three masses, and a few offerings to choose from. 
Learn more about what makes each of these Masses different here: 
www.catholiccompany.com

Family Game Night….Activities for All  
Ready to print, Christmas-themed game sheets! Answer sheets included! 

St. Anthony Parish Website 

mailto:lori.m@stanthonyupland.org
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/symbolism-christmas-masses-6178
mailto:perla.p@stanthonyupland.org
mailto:sarah.p@stanthonyupland.org
mailto:grace.a@stanthonyupland.org
https://stanthonyupland.org/catechesis-of-the-good-shepherd
https://stanthonyupland.org/family-events-flyers
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